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be taught the eternal principles at the basis of the rights 
and duties of nations. We believe that Palestine should 
never again be controlled by Turkey, and that Chris- 
tians throughout Asia Minor shall not be persecuted any 
more. We believe that Germany has committed a great 
sin, and that she must atone for that sin. With Lloyd 
George, we believe that the destiny of the human race 
hangs upon the issue of this war, and that therefore it 
must be prosecuted in no half-hearted way. We be- 
lieve that the four powers of Central Europe are of- 
fenders, and that the rest of the world are defenders, 
and that offenders and defenders are not of equal merit. 
We believe that war must never again be the goal and 
holy purpose of a State. We believe that just govern- 
ments are but the instruments of men and women. We 
believe that war by imperial edict must be made forever 
impossible. We believe that Germany must come, 
purged of her military autocracy and egotistic will to 
dominate, penitent to the feet of our common humanity 
as a suppliant, and in all sincerity and humility. While 
these are some of the things we believe, there is one 
thing we know — that is, that we cannot compromise 
with the hideous thing we are arrayed against. Justice, 
the peace and prosperity and happiness of all the world, 
demand but one thing for that — that it be overcome and 
forever abolished. The reply of the President of the 
United States to the Austrian verbiage, because of its 
promptness, brevity, and point, stands forth, therefore, 
the most significant and hopeful single utterance since 
the war began. 



THE WAY OUT OF THE RUSSIAN 
TERROR 

Reigns of terror like pneumonia and typhoid fever 
are self-limiting diseases. The reign of terror in 
Kussia will run its course — already frightful enough — 
but run its course it will. 

There is no doubt about the existence of a reign of 
terror in Eussia ; the symptoms are appalling. The "Law 
of the Suspects" which during the French Eevolution 
resulted in the execution of Marie Antoinette and of 
countless nobles, former office holders and distinguished 
representative persons without pretense of trial, is in 
full force under the Soviet regime. Through the dark- 
ness our government gives us glimpses of a man named 
Peters, head of the extra commission against counter- 
revolution, signing death warrants without so much as 
reading the papers. Robespierre and his "Republic of 
Virtue," the "Law of 22 Prairial" which abolished all 
semblance of defense for prisoners, were mere bagatelles 
compared with this modern "Committee of Safety" now 
struggling for power among the ruins of the Russian 



Empire. One hundred twenty-five years ago France was 
to all appearances at the point of death. She was saved 
from that fate only by the greeds and jealousies among 
the powers arrayed against her. In the meantime in- 
ternal oppressions developed through intermittent ac- 
tivities of the mob into an organized and official terror 
following the murder of Dr. Marat by Charlotte Corday. 
And yet opportunities were found for rebuilding the 
French defense and for ultimately breaking the coali- 
tion against her. The case of Russia is not exactly 
parallel, but here as in Prance blood lust will die of 
satiety, the Russian people will get hold of their gov- 
ernment, and this strange outbreak will take its place 
in history along side that of 1793-94. 

The President of the United States has done well to 
address our representatives to our allies and to neutral 
countries calling attention to the horrors of the Rus- 
sian situation. Such a step was demanded by the nature 
of the case. The innocent thousands shot or in prison 
in Moscow, Petrograd, and other cities, appeal to the 
sympathies of the civilized world. 

But the United States has done more than simply 
to call attention to the internal affairs of Russia, and 
to evince disapproval. The United States has sent 
troops to Russia, not for the purpose of interfering with 
her political sovereignty, not as an intervention, not as 
an impairment to her territorial integrity, but for the 
sole purpose of aiding the Russian people to regain con- 
trol of their own land and destiny, which purposes are 
clearly seconded by Japan. The hope is that by eco- 
nomic, financial and technical help the Russian people 
will be able to do this. The program must be more con- 
crete than words and by such means we have no doubt it 
will be. There are oppressed nationalities within the 
former Russian empire which must be dealt with to the 
end that the oppression shall cease. There is the labor 
problem prevalent throughout the world, but markedly 
so in Russia. But more important still is the agrarian 
situation threatened by feudal over-lordship' on the one 
hand, and by the confiscation of property on the other. 
What should be done by us toward the solution of these 
problems cannot be foretold with precision. The whole 
situation is complicated by the fact that we have already 
loaned many millions of dollars to Russia and that the 
Bolsheviki regime has repudiated the securities. The 
hope here is that the repudiators may represent a min- 
ority of the Soviet government, which Professor Harper 
tells us is supported but by five per cent of the Russian 
population. We hope it is true that the constituent 
assembly, which represents three-quarters of that portion 
of the Russians in control of public opinion, is con- 
tinuing to meet in secret and that with the assistance 
from the United States, Japan, Great Britain, and the 
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Czechoslovaks, the rightful representative government, 
will eome again into control. We are informed by those 
recently returned from Russia that the popular senti- 
ment is friendly toward the United States. These are 
some of the factors which will aid the real friends of 
Russia to overcome the German intrigue and red terror 
in that land. It is not an easy matter where eighty per 
cent of the population are unorganized, illiterate and 
passive, to avoid the Scylla of tyranny without going head 
on to the Charybdis of anarchy; but Russia has had a 
shock from both and the desire to sail more safely be- 
tween is, we are informed, increasing. Even the ignor- 
ant masses of Russia have political as they have religious 
idealisms. They are groping toward some form of 
peoples' government. The ignorant peasants are be- 
coming socially and politically educated in the labora- 
tory of hard experience. This education will be ex- 
tended. There are already signs of reaction against the 
policies of terrorism and that among the laborites, who 
have heretofore been the main stay of the Bolsheviki. 
This feeling seems to be warranted by the recent reports 
of peasant uprising in the neighborhood of Kiev, in the 
six districts of Nijni-Novgorod, in Kazan now said to 
be in the hands of the Czech forces, in the Agambras 
district where White Guards are reported to be forming, 
and elsewhere. Indeed we are told that peasants and 
workers are entering Petrograd together in revolution 
against the Bolsheviki. As during the French Revolu- 
tion, constructive legislation of an enduring sort was 
possible, so in the midst of terrific experiences in Russia 
creative work seems already to be accomplished, in the 
north and in the east of that unhappy land. There is 
an intelligent leadership there, bent upon the regenera- 
tion of Russia, upon overcoming the violations of Ger- 
many by means of a re-established constituent assembly 
and the re-organization of the municipal Dumas. 

A number of governmental centers avowing them- 
selves pro-ally have already appeared, one at Samara, 
which claims to have received approval from the North- 
ern government under Tchaikowski with headquarters at 
Archangel, and from the provisional government of 
Siberia with headquarters at Omsk. At the present 
writing there is a Pan-Russian conference sitting at 
Ufa, working to re-establish the constituent assembly 
and to' set up a really representative government such 
as was contemplated when the republic was proclaimed 
September 14, 1917. It now appears from the Ufa 
conference that there is a measure of co-operation be- 
tween the provisional governments and that a sovereign 
authority for Russia is on the way. Five persons have 
been chosen to represent that sovereignty as follows: 
M. Tchaikowski, M. Vologodsky, head of the Western 
Siberian government, M. Astorf, former mayor in Mos- 



cow, Lieutenant General Boldrieff, and M. Avksentieff. 
Political and religious liberty have not been lost in 
Russia. Physical hunger if nothing else will show the 
necessity for a political and economic readjustment, to 
the furtherance of which we and our associated nations 
are happily dedicated. 

We do not know how hopeful the Russo-Japanese 
Economic Corporation, made up of twelve responsible 
Russians on the one side and the Bank of Chozen, the 
Oriental Development Company, and the Sino-Japanese 
Industrial Company on the other, with its center of 
operations at Harbin, will be. The announced purpose 
of this corporation is the commercial and industrial de- 
velopment of Russia. We do know that there are two 
main sets of forces at work in Russia, one representing 
terrorism and black night and the other liberty and 
justice. In such a conflict there can be no doubt as to 
the ultimate outcome. The excesses of the French radi- 
cals ending in July, 1794, defeated the very plans at- 
tempted and made the advent of a Napoleon inevitable. 
But above the din the voice of the people was heard. 
Democracy advanced. And so with Russia. There is 
no such coalition against Russia as was arrayed against 
France. Outside of Germany the only coalition there 
is, is bent upon helping Russia. Wild as is the present in 
that stricken land, justice, we believe, rides in the whirl- 
wind and directs the storm. 



PEACE OFFENSIVES AND LITTLE 
PRUSSIANS 

With the ebbing of the Prussian military offensive, 
the Prussian peace offensive is renewed. Our prob- 
lem is to meet it with the same strategic skill, mobility 
of defense, and uncompromising force and persistence 
with which the more tangible evidences of Prussianism 
have been halted and put to rout. It is a problem highly 
complicated by two factors. One is that the peace of- 
fensive of the present will be far more subtle and more 
appealing than, similar offensives of the past. In fact, 
the definition of a peace offensive, supplied by Mr. Bal- 
four in response to the taunts of Mr. Ponsonby in the 
British House of Commons, during discussion of the 
Prince Sixte letter, is already out of date. 'The mean- 
ing of the expression 'peace offensive'/' said the Secre- 
tary of State for Foreign Affairs, "is -that propositions 
are made by one party who does not desire peace him- 
self, but who does desire to divide his enemies by making 
proposals of peace." As will be seen, this by no means 
covers the whole ground. A peace offensive may as- 
sume many guises and be well on the road to conquest 
before any definite proposition is made. In this coun- 
try, for example, we are already familiar with dramatic 



